the most recent listing. We are ranked eighth in our category of obstetrics and gynecology journals with a citation index of 2.18 (Table 1) .
We are now at a point where we must seriously contemplate expansion. I have been encouraged to do so by my editorial board as well as the leadership of the Society. Nevertheless this is a major step, which has financial risk as well as posing a challenge to maintaining our scientific quality. Because the Journal does not have advertisements (although our policy does not prevent us from having them), we depend on subscriptions to run theJournal such that there is no expense incurred by the Society. More frequent issues, with more papers, will require us to depend on advertising to cover the cost of page charges and will therefore impose some financial risk to the Society, which may have to subsidize theJournal. In order to meet the concern of maintaining quality with a more frequent publication schedule, we need the assurance of a steady stream of high quality papers. This is happening, but slowly. Therefore, despite these concerns, the Journal will be moving cautiously toward a more frequent publication schedule in the near future. This message is therefore a request that our readership continue to submit their work to theJournal.
Scientific fraud and plagiarism is a topic of significant concern for all journals and has been discussed extensively in many forums. We will be very aggressive in dealing with these issues as they occur. A recent submission to the Journal was investigated because of the concern of plagiarism. We determined that there was a substantial degree ofplagiarism and duplication of pnror work in the paper, and it was rejected. The authors have also been informed that theJournal will not review any future work from their group for 2 years. We must be diligent in our efforts to assure quality and integrity in all our scientific endeavors. I look forward to your continued support in fostering excellence in reproductive science and in the further advance- 1071-5576/01/$20.00 PII S1071-5576(01)00140-X
